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Breeder Strs Wnrs Earnings Leading Earner
Jack Ronan and 1 1 $576,000 Cape Blanco (Ire) ($576,000)
Des Vere Hunt Farm Co
Jean Pierre Joseph Dubois 1 1 427,500 Stacelita (Fr) ($427,500)
Mr. & Mrs. Bertram R. Firestone 3 3 321,736 Winchester ($300,000)
Ken & Sarah Ramsey 32 9 314,099 Dean’s Kitten ($96,000)
Phyllis M. Wyeth 1 1 290,000 Union Rags ($290,000)
Brereton C. Jones 41 10 283,857 Tu Endie Wei ($91,125)
Ashley House Stud 1 1 232,800 Treasure Beach (GB) ($232,800)
Adena Springs 72 8 195,862 Mobilizer ($45,441)
Kilboy Estate, Inc. 2 0 192,000 Gio Ponti ($192,000)
Stonestreet Thoroughbred Holdings 12 4 159,908 My Miss Aurelia ($90,000)
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Moss 1 1 150,000 Cozi Rosie ($150,000)
Aston Mullins Stud 1 0 142,500 Dubawi Heights (GB) ($142,500)
Charles Fipke 16 3 121,810 Impossible Time ($75,938)
Eugene Melnyk 29 2 109,224 Indian Pond ($42,707)
Ellie-Boje Farm 1 0 100,000 Rahy’s Attorney ($100,000)

The dominant victory by Irish classic winner Cape Blanco
(Ire) in the Arlington Million Stakes (G1) on Saturday pushed
Jack Ronan and Des Vere Hunt Farm to the top of the list of
leading North American breeders for the week ended 
August 15.

Cape Blanco earned $576,000 for his 2 ½-length victory,
giving his breeders nearly $150,000 more in earnings than
the next breeder on the list with only one starter.

Des de Vere Hunt is a cattle farmer and owner of the
307-acre Garraun Stud near Fethard in County Tipperary, 
Ireland. He owns seven mares in partnership with Ronan,
who is the property developer and owner of the 300-acre
Orchardstown Stud Farm in Lisronagh, near Clonmel in
County Tipperary.
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North American leading breeder by earnings
(August 9 through August 15)

Would a horse that flipped its palate while racing
have any issue being a three-day eventer?

In most cases, a racehorse that has had a
history of flipping its soft palate still has a
very good prognosis as a three-day eventer.

Dorsal displacement of the soft palate
(DDSP) is the most common dynamic upper
airway abnormality observed in young race-
horses. 

The etiology of DDSP often is associated
to inflammation within the nasopharynx.
This results in a local neuritis (inflammation
to the nerves within the soft palate and the
walls of the nasopharynx) which affects the
normal function of the soft palate.

In most cases of DDSP, medical manage-
ment such as anti-inflammatory agents and
throat spray are all that is needed to improve
the condition. In some horses, other factors
besides pharyngeal inflammation (such as
a flaccid and/or small epiglottis) can con-
tribute to horses displacing their soft palates
during race training.

In theses horses, both medical and 
surgical management may be required to

help minimize the chances of DDSP. Surgi-
cal management is aimed at improving the
contact of the epiglottis on the soft palate.

The most common surgical procedures
performed are the sternohyoideus myec-
tomy/tenectomy, laser thermoplasty of the
soft palate, and the “tie-forward” procedure.
In some cases, all three procedures are 
performed. 

In most cases, the author prefers com-
bining the myectomy and the laser ther-
moplasty. A tie-forward may be performed
upon horses that do not improve or have a
very small or weak epiglottis. 

A horse with a history of DDSP should
have an endoscopic examination of the na-
sopharynx, and a thorough history should
be obtained, if possible, on what previously
was done to manage the DDSP. 

If the horse has a typical epiglottis and the
larynx functions normally, the horse should
be fine as a three-day eventer. 
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Dwayne Rodgerson, D.V.M.
Dwayne Rodgerson, D.V.M., is an

equine surgeon and partner for Hag-
yard Equine Medical Institute. Prior to
joining the staff at Hagyard, Rodgerson
was on faculty at the University of Florida
for three years and at the University of
Missouri for one year.

Rodgerson did his surgical training
at Auburn University and is a Diplomate
of the American College of Veterinary
Surgeons. Rodgerson originally is from
Prince Edward Island, Canada.
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