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Shouldn’t fractures show up in radiographs a week and a
half after a horse’s last race, and shouldn’t calcium deposits
be noticeable?

In many instances this is true, but it is not always true. It de-
pends upon the location of the fracture and the type of fracture. 

For example, if there is a fracture of the dorsal aspect of
P1, the fractures generally will show up fairly soon, if not im-
mediately, on the radiograph. The same is true for a chip in
the knee. Generally speaking, these chips will show up as
soon as they occur and are obvious on radiographs. 

There are other types of fractures, specifically tibial stress
fractures, cortical fractures of the dorsal cannon bone, frac-
tures along the long axis of P1, that do not necessarily show
up immediately on radiographs.

Although we have enhanced radiographic abilities with

digital radiograph equipment, not everything will show up
immediately. So it is not true that fractures will always show
up within a week and a half.

It also is not true that calcium deposits will form. Calcium
deposits generally do not form in situations in which the frac-
tures are normal chip fractures as in the knees and the  fetlocks
of race horses.

Calcium deposits will form in some fractures of the long
bones and of the pasterns, for example, and also in stress
fractures of the cannon bone. Sometimes the most obvious
thing that is seen is a callus that is deposited at the dorsal
surface of the cannon bone as a result of a fracture.
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Hawthorne Race Course
The purse for the Hawthorne Gold Cup Handicap (G2),

the centerpiece of the Cicero, Illinois, track’s fall meeting, has
been raised from $250,000 to $500,000.

After being run for $250,000 in 2010, the Hawthorne Gold
Cup purse was doubled after the release of casino impact fee
money from escrow. The race will be held on October 8.

“The return of the Hawthorne Gold Cup to $500,000 was very
important to us, and I was pleased that our horsemen recog-
nized the significance of this race as well,” Hawthorne Assis-
tant General Manager Jim Miller said. “The Gold Cup is the
richest dirt race in Illinois and consistently sends horses to the
Breeders’ Cup.”

Other highlights of the track’s 12-race stakes schedule in-
clude the Hawthorne Derby (G3) for three-year-olds on turf
on October 15 and the Illinois Festival of Racing on October
22, featuring six Illinois-bred restricted stakes races. 

Hawthorne will open for live racing on October 3 and run
through December 31.

Thistledown
Ohio’s defending champion state-bred older female Indian

Ink (Gold Market) will travel north from River Downs to con-
test the $50,000 Rose DeBartolo Memorial Stakes on
 Saturday. 

The 11⁄8 mile race for Ohio-bred fillies and mares closed with
ten nominations.

Indian Ink enters Saturday’s race on a two-race winning streak,
both at River Downs, most recently capturing the Vivacious
Handicap on August 6. 

Also nominated is Ohio’s all-time leading female earner, Pay
The Man (Bernstein). The seven-year-old mare has won three
straight entering the race, including the J. William Petro
 Memorial Handicap at Thistledown on June 18 in her most
 recent start.

The North Randall, Ohio, track will add Thursdays to its
live racing schedule next week, with a starting post time at
1:50 p.m. EDT.
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